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WOMEN’S ROWING

HARDER, BETTER, FASTER, STRONGER...AND YOUNGER
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FROM VISION TO REALITY:

WORLD-CLASS ROWING IN FLORIDA

� ����#	�	���	���������������������
������	��������	�5��"6���������	�������������������	��

�	����
��	�������,�	���������	������/
�	����������
	
�����"�Story by Ed Moran. Photos provided by 

Sarasota Convention and Visitors Bureau.



Women’s Rowing

4

Story by Ed Moran

Photos by Allison Frederick

Harder, Better, Faster, Stronger

…and Younger
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“It took a good amount of time 

before really solid athletes 

coming from high school realized 

that if they switched from swim-

ming, or switched from softball 
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a full scholarship. So it seems like 

it’s just starting to have an 

impact, as far as my numbers go, 

in the past two or three years.”

_______

U.S. National Team Women’s Coach Tom Terhaar
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A Quick History of Title IX

 In 2002, Title IX was renamed the Patsy T. Mink Equal Opportunity in Education 

Act. When the late Patsy T. Mink, a Japanese-American congresswoman from Hawaii, au-

thored Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, her legislation did not mention the 

word sports.

 It read that “No person in the United States, on the basis of sex, be excluded from 
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 The law has had a long history of legal challenges that eventually impacted women’s 

collegiate sports. Some schools fought the legislation, while others wrestled with how to 

comply. One landmark lawsuit in 1987 initially heard in Whitman County Superior Court, 

(Blair v Washington State University) helped lead to the regulations set by the Department 

of Education that now determine what amounts to compliance.

 These guidelines require that a school’s percentage of female athletes must be 

roughly proportional to the general female enrollment; or a school can show that it has a 

history of improving gender equity; or it can comply by accommodating all the athletic 

interests and needs of its students.


